
CS-E5865 Computational genomics, Exam, October 20, 2020

Lecturer: Pekka Marttinen

Time: October 20, from 9 am to 1 pm.
You have 3.5 hours for the exam and 0.5 hours for submitting it. All answers must be written on pen and paper
and converted into a PDF. The submission must be done as a single PDF in MyCourses and the deadline is at
1 pm. You may use a scientific calculator with memory erased and all materials provided on the course: lecture
slides, videos, assignments, and model solutions. Use of other materials and communicating with other students
by any means during the exam is not allowed. For more information, see the Exam information announcement
in MyCourses.

Q1) Sequence statistics

The codon usage table of Streptococcus pneumoniae is given below. Calculate the codon adaptation index for
RNA sequence: AUGGCUCGUUGCUUAUAA. What is the biological interpretation of this? (4p)

Q2) Gene finding:

The figure below shows a DNA fragment that contains the beginning of a gene. Identify the coding and template
strands, and give their polarities. What is the sequence of bases in the resulting mRNA strand? What are the
first three amino acids in the resulting protein (it is enough to give the ’letter’instead of the full name of the
amino acid)? (6p)

Q3) Statistical significance:

a) Suppose you have detected the following ORF: ATGCCAACACCAGCGTGA. Calculate the p-value for this ORF
assuming the multinomial sequence model, where you assume that the probabilities of the three stop
codons are given by:

P (TAA) = 0.02, P (TGA) = 0.02, P (TAG) = 0.01.

Interpret the result. (4p)

b) Write pseudo-code to estimate the false discovery rate for some threshold δ for ORFs detected from a given
DNA sequence s using permutation sampling. Explain how you interpret the output of the algorithm.
(4p)
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Q4) HMMs:

Consider a HMM with 2 states: A and B, and assume that the observed sequence consists of letters a and b. The
transition T and emission E probabilities are given in the figure below, and you can assume equal probabilities
for the two initial states. The observed sequence is s = (a, b, a).

a) Calculate the probability p(π = π∗, s), where π∗ = (A,B,B) (2p).

b) Calculate the probability, p(π2 = B|s) (4p).

Justify all answers by showing the formulas and intermediate results.

Q5) Neighbor-joining algorithm

Suppose nodes A and B have been merged into a new node Z during the NJ algorithm, as shown below in the
figure. You know that

1. the distance between A and B is equal to 5.

2. the average distance between A and the nodes {v1, v2, v3} is equal to 13.

3. the average distance between B and the nodes {v1, v2, v3} is equal to 14.

4. the distance between A and v1 is equal to 10.

5. the distance between B and v1 is equal to 12.

Using this information, calculate the following:

a) the distance between Z and v1. (2p)

b) the length of branch from A to Z . (2p)

c) the neighbor distance M between A and B. (2p)

Remember to justify your answers properly.
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